
East Rockaway Public Library Board Meeting Minutes 

     November 10, 2016 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the East Rockaway Public Library Board of Trustees was held on 
November 10, 2016.  President Craig Mollo called the meeting to order at 6:32 PM.                                                                                                                        

Those members present were President Craig Mollo, Vice President Morgan Williams-Avila, 
Secretary Gary Aue, Trustee Cynthia Lark and Trustee Danielle D’Esposito. Also present was 
Library Director Mary Thorpe and Village Trustee Rich Bilello. 

President Mollo presented the minutes of the October 13, 2016 meeting. Upon motion by 
Secretary Gary Aue, seconded by Trustee Lark, and unanimously carried, the minutes were 
approved. 

Abstract Review 
President Mollo presented the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #5A & 6, which were reviewed. 
Upon motion by Secretary Gary Aue, seconded by Vice President Williams-Avila, and 
unanimously carried, the Abstracts were approved. 

Line Budget and Trust and Agency Account 
President Mollo presented the November Line Budget and the Trust and Agency Report. Both 
reports were accepted as presented. 

Directors Report          
Director Thorpe reported the following: 
Our Second annual Halloween Storytime was another great success.  We had approximately 60 
children and adults listening to stories, playing games, making crafts and of course receiving 
treats.  We have also gotten a lot of positive feedback about the Sharpen Your Mind and Trash 
to Treasure programs.  In January we are offering an 8-part series on taking care of your home.  
If the budget allows, we would like to offer more of these types of programs on a regular basis. 

The new copy machine has been installed.  The mobile print kiosk will be installed next week. 
The printer in the Children’s room has also been replaced to improve the toner usage and 
management. 

The Children’s and Adult Reference Desks are being transformed this week.  They also stained 
the wood covers of the art hanging system to match the window frames. 

The new shelving for the Children’s Room will be installed on November 17th.  The staff has 
been emptying the shelves and Lee Gilstrap from Nationwide Installations will come and take 
the old shelving apart on the 15th.  Once again I want to thank the staff for their tremendous 
efforts. 

The DPW has done some work on the old Recreation area.  I have been working with Village 
Clerk Patty Renner and Building Department Superintendent Tom Smith on possible grant 
money to help pay for the refurbishment of the room.  We are not eligible for the one grant we 
looked at but Tom Smith is interested in pursuing a construction grant from the Department of 
Library Development. 

I attended the Art Walk to see if there were any artists that would be a good fit for painting 
murals in the Children’s Room.  Trustee Cindy Lark suggested talking to Neil Gamasch and he 



asked if we would be open to some of the high school students painting the murals.  Trustee 
Lark said that the newly formed Art Council may be able to work with us on the murals. 

I have been reviewing ways to cut down on our office expenses so I spoke with Ann Greco, 
Barbara Cutler and Patty Renner to see if we could eliminate the receipt books that we 
currently use at the Circulation Desk.  We designed a new spreadsheet that the staff will use to 
track the fees collected and will no longer use the receipt books which will be a savings of over 
$500 per year. 

DASNY Grant – I have resubmitted the grant paperwork.  This time they required copies of 
invoices and quotes to justify the grant amount so I did that.  The new checking account for the 
grant expenses has been opened and checks were ordered. 

The coffee sales for the month were $41.50.   

The book sale made $757 

Old Business:  

 

New Business:   

The Director Evaluation was done in November last year.  Director Thorpe questioned when the 

board would like this year’s evaluation to take place.  Director Thorpe offered other examples 

of director evaluations in case the board wanted to make any changes to the format. 

The Nassau Library System is seeking nominations for an Area 2 trustee to serve on the NLS 

board.  The information packet was presented to the trustees.  The NLS Annual meeting will 

take place on Monday, December 5th.  Please let Director Thorpe know if you can attend so she 

can RSVP to NLS.  

 

Period of Trustee Expression 

Trustee Williams-Avila announced that immediately following our December board meeting we 

will be having a holiday dinner at Livorno Restaurant in Lynbrook.   

Trustee D’Esposito commented that the children who attended the Halloween Storytime 

seemed to be having a great time with the activities and crafts.  She also mentioned that Mayor 

Romano stated that next year they will offer free parking in the lots around the library for the 

event since parking was difficult to find with the large crowd. 

Upon motion by Secretary Aue, seconded by Vice President Williams-Avila, and unanimously 
carried, the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm. 
 
I hereby certify that the minutes were reviewed and approved at the December 8, 2016 board 
meeting by the Board of Trustees of the East Rockaway Public Library. 
 
 
 
Gary Aue, Secretary 


