
East Rockaway Public Library Board Meeting Minutes 

     June 21, 2017 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the East Rockaway Public Library Board of Trustees was held on 
June 20, 2017.  Board President Craig Mollo called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM.                                                                                                                        

Those members present were President Craig Mollo, Vice President Gary Aue, Secretary Cynthia 
Lark and Trustee Danielle D’Esposito.  Also present was Library Director Mary Thorpe.   

President Mollo presented the minutes of the May 16, 2017 meeting. Upon motion by Vice 
President Aue, seconded by Secretary Lark, and unanimously carried, the minutes were 
approved. 

Abstract Review 

President Mollo presented the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #12a which was reviewed. Upon 
motion by Vice President Gary Aue, seconded by Secretary Lark, and unanimously carried, the 
Abstract was approved.   President Mollo presented the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #1 for 
the fiscal year 2017/2018 which was reviewed. Upon motion by Vice President Gary Aue, 
seconded by Secretary Lark, and unanimously carried, the Abstract was approved.    

Line Budget and Trust and Agency Account 

President Mollo presented the Line Budget for the end of the fiscal year 2016/2017, the June 
2017 Line Budget and the Trust and Agency Report. All reports were accepted as presented. 

Community Services Account 

The account was reviewed and accepted as presented.   

Directors Report       

Director Thorpe asked the board what account the funds for the landscaping in the rear of the 
building should come from since it was not a budgeted expense.  It was decided to pay for the 
project from the Building Repairs line of the budget. 

The lights with the cameras are being installed in the back parking lot. 

The library received the yearbooks back from OCI along with the dvds.  The librarians would like 
to make copies of the dvds to keep here and circulate the second set as a book-on-cd.  The 
board agreed that circulating the dvds was a good idea. 

Director Thorpe advised the board of an incident regarding one of the employees being 
uncomfortable after being approached by a patron.  There was a request by the employee’s 
parent to review the surveillance video of the encounter.  Director Thorpe referred the issue to 
Village Clerk Patty Renner who in turn contacted the village attorney John Ryan.  It was 
determined that the video cannot be released and the parent would be advised to contact the 
Fourth Precinct if they had concerns about the interaction. 

On June 8, Director Thorpe met with the state auditors to answer any questions regarding the 
procedures at the library.  No written report has been received as of yet but the auditors did 



raise two issues regarding the paperwork for enrolling in the retirement system and a written 
policy regarding employee work hours, benefits, etc. 

The library board will review the concerns of the auditors and make any necessary changes if 
needed. 

 Old Business  There was no old business 
  

New Business 
Assurance for Construction Grant – Director Thorpe attended a presentation for the Library 
Construction grant earlier this month.  She then met with Building Department Superintendent 
Tom Smith.  He and village engineer Juan Garcia will work on the RFP for the work and Director 
Thorpe will work on the grant application.  One piece of documentation needed is a letter from 
the village stating that the room will remain library space for at least 10 years. Village Clerk 
Patty Renner will provide Director Thorpe with an agreement from the village board.  In 
addition, Library Board President Craig Mollo needs to sign Assurances for the Grant Program.  
On a motion by Vice President Aue and seconded by Secretary Lark the board voted 4 to 0 to 
allow President Mollo to sign the Assurances form.  

Director Thorpe also spoke with Village Clerk Patty Renner regarding the priorities for the 
renovation.  After some discussion the priorities of the library board are as follows: 

 Bathrooms (Mens, Womens & Family) 

 Lighting 

 Heating/AC 

 Access door from library 

 Sprinkler System 

 Ceiling 

 Soundproofing on wall connected to meeting room 

 Electrical - Wiring, Projection System, Wi-Fi, Security Camera 

 Moveable furniture 

Director Thorpe created a Google calendar that Village Clerk Patty Renner, Cindy Lark & she can 
manage and add events to so everyone knows who needs to use the room and when. The 
calendar will also be made available to Superintendent of Public Works Kevin Conklin and 
Emergency Manager James Carrigan to view so they can see when the room is being used and 
by whom. 

Museum passes – Upon a motion by Vice President Gary Aue and seconded by Trustee 
D’Esposito the board voted 4 to 0 to adopt the Museum Pass Policy as presented. 

Period of Trustee Expression 
 
Executive Session 
Upon a motion by Vice President Aue, seconded by Trustee D’Esposito, and unanimously 
carried, the board went into executive session at 7:20 PM to discuss personnel matters.  
Trustee Lark recused herself from the executive session. 
 



Upon a motion by Vice President Aue, seconded by Trustee D’Esposito and unanimously 
carried, the board came out of executive session at 7:23 pm. 
 
Upon a motion by Vice President Aue and seconded by Trustee D’Esposito, the board approved 
the Director’s recommendation for the 2017/2018 personnel budget by a vote of 3 to 0 with 
one recusal by Secretary Lark. 
 
Upon a motion by Vice President Aue, seconded by Trustee D’Esposito and unanimously 
carried, the meeting was adjourned at 7:24 pm. 
 
I hereby certify that the minutes were reviewed and approved at the July 18, 2017 board 
meeting by the Board of Trustees of the East Rockaway Public Library. 
 
 
 
Cynthia Lark, Secretary 
 

 


