
East Rockaway Public Library Board Meeting Minutes 

     July 17, 2018 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the East Rockaway Public Library Board of Trustees was held on 
July 17, 2018. President Danielle D’Esposito called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM.                                                                                                                        

Those members present were Secretary Cynthia Lark and Trustee Jennifer Pignataro.  Also 
present was Library Director Mary Thorpe. Vice President Gary Aue was absent without prior 
notice. 

President D’Esposito presented the minutes of the June 19, 2018 monthly meeting. Upon a 
motion by Secretary Lark, seconded by Trustee Pignataro, and unanimously carried, the 
minutes were approved. 

Abstract Review: 

President D’Esposito presented the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #1a and #2 which were 
reviewed. Upon a motion by Secretary Lark, seconded by Trustee Pignataro and unanimously 
carried, the vouchers were approved. 

Line Budget and Trust and Agency Account: 

President D’Esposito presented the July 2018 Line Budget and Trust and Agency reports. On a 
motion from Trustee Pignataro, seconded by Secretary Lark and unanimously carried, the 
reports were accepted as presented.   

Community Services Account: 

The account was reviewed and accepted as presented.  

Circulation Report – President D’Esposito presented the Circulation report for the month of 
June.  Director Thorpe discovered some incorrect figures and will have the report reviewed. 

Directors Report: 

Director Thorpe reported the the 2nd Annual Star Wars Day was held on Friday the 13th.  Donna 
Miller did an outstanding job planning and organizing the event and there were approximately 
60 people in attendance. 

Our new Librarian Trainee Antoinette Levine is working out very well.  Director Thorpe will now 
start canvassing the Civil Service list to hire a full time Librarian I to replace Amanda Borgia. We 
have also been approved to hire a P/T Typist Clerk so we will be canvassing that list as well 
unless we receive non-competitive positions then we do not have to canvas the list.   

Grace Riordan will start as a Page as soon as her Civil Service paperwork in processed. 

Old Business: 

President D’Esposito asked how the cleaning of the carpets and furniture went.  Director 
Thorpe reported that they were very happy with the quality and professionalism of the work 
done.  There were no complaints from patrons due to the closure. 

New Business: 

Resolution to discard surplus equipment: 



Be it resolved that the Library Board of Trustees declares the following equipment surplus: 

Item   Serial #   ER Tag # 

HP Compaq 6200 Pro 2UA21218SL  01562 

On the motion by Cynthia Lark, vote was 3 to 0 in favor of resolution # 2018-001. Motion carried  

Director Thorpe advised the board that there are hundreds of expired patron accounts that owe fines. 

ALIS Counsel Peter Fishbein indicated that: “It is our opinion that library debt is good 

for 6 years.  This is based on New York State Law regarding consumer debt, as well as contract law.”  

With this in mind, the board requested the following actions: 

 Those accounts that are expired for 6 or more years and owe less than $25 be deleted.  All 

others remain. 

 Those accounts that are expired and owe more than $25 be reviewed on a case-by-case basis 

by library staff to check for deceased and relocated patrons.  All others remain. 

 Those accounts that expired in 2016 and 2017 that owe more than $25 be sent a reminder 

notice of their fines. 

Period of Trustee Expression 

Executive Session: 

Upon a motion by Trustee Pignataro, seconded by Secretary Lark and unanimously carried, the 

board went into executive session at 7:19 to conduct Director Thorpe’s annual evaluation. 

Upon a motion by Secretary Lark, seconded by Trustee Pignataro and unanimously carried, the 

board came out of Executive Session at 7:30 PM. 

 
The next meeting of the Library Board is scheduled for Tuesday, August 21, 2018. 
 
Upon a motion by Secretary Lark, seconded by Trustee Pignataro and unanimously carried, the 
meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm. 
 
I hereby certify that the minutes were reviewed and approved at the August 21, 2018 board 
meeting by the Board of Trustees of the East Rockaway Public Library. 
 
 
 
Cynthia Lark, Secretary 


