
East Rockaway Public Library Board Meeting Minutes 

          January 14, 2016 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the East Rockaway Public Library Board of Trustees was held on January 
14, 2016.  President Craig Mollo called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM.                                                                                                                        

Those members present were President Craig Mollo, Vice President Morgan Williams-Avila, Secretary 
Gary Aue and Trustee Cynthia Lark. Absent without prior excuse was Trustee Melissa Van Wickler.  Also 
present were Library Director Mary Thorpe, Deputy Village Treasurer Barbara Cutler and Village Trustee 
Richard Bilello.                                                                                                                                 

President Craig Mollo presented the minutes of the December 10, 2015 meeting. Upon motion by 
Secretary Aue, seconded by Vice President Williams-Avila, and unanimously carried, the minutes were 
approved. 

Abstract Review 

President Mollo presented the Abstract of Audited Vouchers #8, which was reviewed. Upon motion by 
Secretary Aue, seconded by Vice President Williams-Avila, and unanimously carried, the Abstract was 
approved. 

Line Budget and Trust and Agency Account 

President Mollo presented the January Line Budget and the Trust and Agency Report. Both reports were 
accepted as presented. 

Community Services Account 

Director Thorpe reported no change to the account.                                                                                                                                                                 

Directors Report           
                                         
Director Thorpe reported on the following: 

We had a major plumbing problem in the staff bathrooms.  Superintendent of Public Works Kevin 

Conklin brought in Lynbrook Plumbing which determined that there was decades of build-up in the pipes 

that needed to be cleared out.  The format in which the pipes were installed was a factor as well.  There 

was concern that a pipe may be broken but all seems fine at the moment. 

The library hosted the Senior Center group for two days since their building was being used for other 

events. 

One of our Circulation Desk clerks, Colleen O’Mara who left last year is back working for us part-time. 

The damaged Circulation Desk unit has been repaired and returned and the OPAC stations have been 

delivered as well.   Donza’s Funeral Home has agreed to fund the phone charging station from EBSCO 

that we have received.  I have sent them a letter of thanks. 

The boat area has been completed with frames around the information boards, dock pilings and 

boating navigation lights. 

The end panels in the existing YA section will be refaced shortly. 

Coffee Sales were $54.50 from December 9, 2015 – January 13, 2016. 



The Spring newsletter is being prepared.  A new program that Donna & Heather have created for the 

Spring is 1000 Books Before Kindergarten.  This program encourages families to read at least 1000 

books to their child before they begin Kindergarten.  Each child receives a reading log and there will be 

little rewards for different milestones. 

We will also be offering Community Craft Nights that are open to Teens and Adults.  We have found that 

some families enjoy doing these activities together so we are opening them to both age groups. 

We will be having an author visit from Michael Harrison who wrote, “Pinstripes and Penance: The Life 

Story of Ex-Yankee John Malangone”.  Mr. Malangone is expected to take part in the discussion. 

The library is going to begin lending non-traditional items in addition to what we already lend.  The idea 

was brought to me by Library Board President Mollo and we have since researched the idea and decided 

we will give it a try.  We are starting off with scrapbooking items and baking and cake decorating items. 

We are adding the Vanderbilt Museum to our museum pass program.  The pass will admit 2 adults and 4 

children. 

National Library Week which is April 10-16.  We are planning raffles & activities for that week.  We are 

looking into circulating Scrapbooking and baking items. 

I was contacted by the Long Island Council Of Alcohol And Drug Dependence who would like to set up a 

table with brochures about their agency and the services they provide.  They can do it as a one-time 

thing or as often as monthly.  The consensus of the board was to allow brochures only. 

I will be attending a meeting on January 19th with the Mayor, Lonnie Werner and Frank Pignataro to 

coordinate programming between the library, Recreation and the Senior Center. 

I spoke with Mike Hawksby about joining the Chamber of Commerce and he will drop the information 

off to me. 

I have a request for an art display from Jeffrey Okin.  The board approved the request. 

At a special ALIS meeting this morning the ALIS NLS Investigative Committee presented their report and 

conclusions on the possibility of ALIS merging with NLS.  There was a vote to accept the Committee's 

recommendation to transfer all functions of ALIS to NLS and that the ALIS Executive Board develop a 

plan to accomplish this goal.  

Old Business  

I have contacted Canteen, the vending machine company about our commission for the items 

sold.  I was told as per the contract this is a 90 day account therefore payment won’t go out until 

March.  But the payment will be $302.66. 

 
New Business 
Upon approval from the board at the annual meeting, the meeting dates for 2016 will be scheduled as 

follows: 

February 18 

March 10 

April 14 

May 12 



June 9 

July 14 

August 11 

September 8 

October 13 

November 10 

December 8 

January 12, 2017 

February 16, 2017 
 

 
A motion to go into Executive Session to discuss salaries was made at 7:12 by Secretary Aue and 
seconded by Trustee Lark. 

A motion to adjust the salary of Director Thorpe as per the July 2015 hiring agreement was made by 
Secretary Aue and seconded by Vice President Williams-Avila.  On a vote of 4 to 0 the motion was 
carried. 
 
A motion to adjust the salaries of the full-time employees as presented by Director Thorpe was made by 
Secretary Aue and Seconded by Trustee Lark.  On a vote of 4 to 0 the motion was carried. 
 
Executive Session was adjourned at 7:38 pm. 
 
Period of Trustee Expression 
 
Upon motion by Secretary Aue, seconded by Vice President Williams-Avila, and unanimously carried, the 
meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm. 
 
I hereby certify that the minutes were reviewed and approved at the January 14, 2016 board meeting by 
the Board of Trustees of the East Rockaway Public Library. 
 
 
 
Gary Aue, Secretary 
 


