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Statement of Purpose 
 The Board wishes to establish a 

vision plan for the East 
Rockaway Public Library.  

 This document seeks to outline 
the actions necessary to bring 
the library into a modern, 
efficient, welcoming and 
technologically advanced 
inclusive community 
destination by the year 2020. 

  The East Rockaway Library will 
continue to be a public asset as 
a meeting place, a community 
center, and a learning place, 
with more hours, programs, 
resources and a modernized 
facility. 

 



2020 Vision Projects 
 New Logo 

 Books and Beans Café 

 Central Corridor 

 Meeting Room 

 Teen Zone 

 Adult Space 

 Children’s Room 

 Branding 

 Community Room 



New Logo 
 The design is a reflection of 

the East Rockaway community 
as a whole and its relationship 
with reading and/or 
literature.  The graphic is 
meant to express the fanning 
of a book and the sails of a 
sailboat, paying homage to the 
village’s location on the 
water.  The fluidity in the 
design is meant to capture the 
need to be flexible with the 
changing times and 
technology.  Libraries of today 
are vastly different and need 
to be in order to keep up with 
the changing times.  The 
reflection speaks to the need 
to always reflect the 
community wants and needs. 



Books and Beans Cafe 
 With the ever-increasing 

popularity of the Internet, 
libraries across America 
been taking lessons from 
Internet cafés and large 
bookstore chains, which 
have realized that coffee and 
books really do go together. 
With a Starbucks or Dunkin 
Donuts on every corner, 
coffee shops seem to be the 
new places to meet and 
exchange ideas. Students 
use coffee shops as places to 

study, hold discussions, and 
feed their need for caffeine. 
Many cafes include 
comfortable reading/study 
areas, as well as free Wi-Fi 
service. It creates a revenue 
stream for a library with a 
limited tax base to rely on 
funds.  It enhances the 
library’s ability to host 
seminars, discussion, 
lectures, book clubs, 
meetings, plays, etc.  



Central Corridor 
 Set up a Seaford Skiff in the central 

corridor, rig it up as a display with the 
upper end of the sprit rig and the top 
edge of the sail to the sky light and 
ceiling. An informational board about 
boat building on the South Shore of 
Long Island will go alongside it, as well 
as information pertaining to the Long 
Island Maritime Museum, who is 
donating the boat to the library. 
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 Replace the Circulation 
desk with a more modern 
style and color with ADA 
accessibility 

 
 Relocate OPACs to new 

location to open up 
central corridor, provide 
better privacy for 
research and install ADA 
accessible OPACS. 

 



Meeting Room 
 Redesign the temporary 

meeting room in to a fully 
functioning meeting/class 
room 

 The current room with its 
temporary walls and roof 
leaks and antiquated 
structures needs to be 
modernized. 

 Install a permanent wall 
with pocket doors opening 
into the former recreation 
space.  Replace the 
industrial tile floor with 
wood.  Update electricity 
and modernize cabinets, 
ceiling and window 
treatments. 



Teen Zone 
 Create a fully operational and welcoming zone for 

teenager, in an effort to re-engage teenagers, who through 
technology and expanded school activities have become less 
involved, in their library 

 Setting aside a portion of the adult library space as an 
exclusive teen zone.  A place where they can meet, read, 
study, game and interact with each other.   

 An area that recognizes their growing independence and 
specialized needs and wants.   

 Lounge furniture, computer terminals, Wi-Fi access, 
charging stations, gaming access and semi-private study 
areas. 

 



Adult Space 
 To meet 21st century needs, we are 

rethinking and reshaping the adult 
indoor locations to modernize the space 
allocation, seating and technology of 
the adult areas.  The introduction of 
private reading nooks, expanded 
computer access and a centralized 
reference area will be incorporated.  



Children's Room 
 Create children’s areas that provide layered experiences 

for youngsters and provide multiple ways for children 
to learn and interact. 

 Studies show that children are the leaders in deciding 
how a family spends their free time. Split between 
home, and work.  The goal is to make the library a 
priority of those other activities 

 Offer a variety of areas—active and quiet, social and 
private—that encourage a range of experiences with 
multiple levels of challenge for different ages and 
abilities.  

 Allow the space and activities to grow with the children 
and provide enough complexity to engage children on 
more than one level.  

 Children need places where they can regroup to rest 
their eyes, their bodies, and their minds. These spaces 
can be pockets with soft seating and books or puzzles 
to settle in with or spaces with views to the outside.  

 Provide space where it is okay to do so, and set out 
fixtures that encourage movement and activity, while 
fostering imagination.  

 Use technology to teach and engage.  
 Create a memorable experience by getting children to 

use their all of their senses—sight, smell, touch, 
hearing, and even taste. Positive memories will 
increase learning and the desire to return.  



Branding 
 To build of the nautical history of East 

Rockaway village, the library seeks to 
incorporate nautical touches 
throughout the library.  

 Uniform signage will be used that 
demonstrates motion, water and waves. 
This will also be consistent with the 
logo. 

 Establish a color pallet of blues and 
oranges to highlight the water and the 
sun as well as remain consistent with 
the official colors of the village. 

 Select furniture that highlights 
openness, modernity and flexibility to 
reflect the vision statement. 



Community Room 
 Dedicate the unused portion of the old recreation 

center as a part of the library 

 This new space would create infinite possibilities for 
the residents of this community.  A stage and movie 
screen would only enhance the benefits of using this 
space to allow for film showings, lectures, plays, 
book clubs, etc.  This project would ultimately 
catapult this library into a first-class, twenty-first 
century location, anticipating and meeting the 
needs of its citizens. 

 



Appendix  
 Paint Colors 

 Young Adult Layout 

 Young Adult Furnishings 

 Circulation Desk 

 Adult Room Layout 

 Adult Room Furnishings 
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Adult Room Layout 
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